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give up money on conditions that their friends should receive
more of it: for the friend receives money, and he himself
what is honourable j but he gives the greater good to him-
self. The same rule holds with respect to honours and
offices ; for he gives up all these to his friend j since this is
honourable to himself and praiseworthy. With reason then
he has the reputation of being a good man, choosing what is
honourable in preference to every thing else. It is possible
also that he may give up the performance of these actions to
his friend, and that it may be more honourable for him to be
the cause of action to his friend, than to act himself. In all
praiseworthy things therefore, the good man seems to give
to himself the greater share of what is honourable. In this
sense therefore it is right to love one's self, as has been stated ;
hot in the manner that the generality do, it is not right.

CHAP. IX.

In what manner and for what reasm the hccppij man wants
friends.

1. BUT there is also a question about the happy man, whe-
ther he wants friends or no ; for It is commonly said that
those,, who are prosperous and independent,, do not require
friends; since they have all goods already, and therefore that
being independent, they require nothing additional; but
that a friend, being another person, provides what the man
is unable ta provide of himself. Whence comes the saying,

When fortune favours us, why need we friends ?

And yet it seems an absurdity to attribute all goods to the
happy man, but not to give him friends, which seem to be
the greatest o? all external goods, Attd if it is more the
port of a friend to confer than to receive favours, and tot db
good is characteristic of a good man and of virtue, and It is